What Makes a Great Brand Name?

Below is a list of 62 well-known brands.  There are some general guidelines to follow when trying to create a great brand name.  Can you identify some of the rules or guidelines that are at work in the branding decisions made by these companies?  

	PRIVATE
Accutron Watches

Arnold Palmer Golf Clubs

Bimini Bay Casualware 

Brother Typewriter 

Cobra Golf Clubs 

Colt Firearms 

Day-Timers Personal Organizers 

Dr. Scholls Foot Massager 

Ethan Allen Home Furnishings 
Everready Batteries 

First Alert Smoke Detectors 

Glass Plus Glass Cleaner 

Healthy Choice Dinners 

L.L. Bean Hunting Boots 

Lego Building Blocks 

Lynx Golf Clubs 

Minn Kota Trolling Motors 

Osh Kosh B'Gosh Overalls 

Pittsburgh Fiberglass Canoes 

Pollenex Air Purifiers 

Pulsar Watches 

Rival Electric Carving Knife 

Rolodex Electronic Organizers 

Sensor Razor 

Sharp Video Recorder 

Soloflex Exercise Equipment 

Soundesign Stereo 

Sunbeam Toasters 

Tidy Bowl Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

Toastmaster Electric Grill 

Xerox Copiers

	
	American Tourister Luggag

Baker's Secret Cookware 

Braun Electric Razor 

Campbell's Soup 

Coleman Coolers 

Cuisinart Food Processor 

Dirt Devil Vacuum Cleaners 

Easy Off Oven Cleaner 

Everlast Box Gloves 

Exxon Gasoline 

Fisher Price Toys 

Gold Star Microwave Oven 

I Can't Believe It's Not Butter Margarine 

Laz-e-Boy Recliners 

Little Tykes Children's Toys 

Lyon & Healy Harps 

Olympus Cameras 

Otis Elevators 

Playskool Cassette Tape Recorder 

Presto Electric Skillet 

Pyromaster Fireplace Tools 

Rolerblades 

Rubbermaid Household Products 

Sharp Calculators 

Singer Sewing Machines 

Sony Stereo Equipment 

Sportscraft Air Hockey Game 

Texas Instruments Calculators 

Timex Watches 

Wrangler Blue Jeans 

Zenith Televisions


In the effort to determine rules for branding, below is a listing of the most often "discovered" by student groups: 

	PRIVATE
Guideline
	
	Example

	1. Family names 

2. Animals 

3. Keep it short and simple 

4. Make it memorable in some way 

5. Make it distinctive 

6. Make it positive 

7. Describe the benefits 

8. Celebrity brand name 

9. Image creation 

10. Coin a new word 

11. Name it after a process 
	
	L.L. Beam hunting boots 

Lynx golf clubs 

Lego building blocks 

Osh Kosh B'Gosh overalls 

I Can't Believe It's Not Butter margarine 

Healthy Choice dinners 

Tidy Bowl toilet bowl cleaner 

Arnold Palmer golf clubs 

Olympus cameras 

Exxon (they made up the word) 

Xerox (xerography)


